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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

1.1, The Background of the Study

Due to its role as language used internationally, it is understandable that

almost all information about aspects of life recorded in English. In turn, it is
understandable 0o why people in general and university students in particular learn
those aspects of life through that language.

To meet that aim, Indonesian students since in primary level until university
level are given English subject matter, Of course there is a different aim of studying
English for secondary level students an primary level students comqarcd to university
students and it seems this is the thing that is forgotten by many teachers or lecturers.
For secondary level students to below, they learn to master English language while
for university level students they learn through English. So, to enable students of
university level to learn through English, they should master English previously.

Based on this point of view, English subject given for university students
especially for non English department mostly done through reading materials. The
content of reading materials varies concerning the major the students learn. It means
different major will focus on different reading materials.

In fact this is the root of problems Indonesian students face. In one side, since
its function is as a way of learning new information related to students™ major, it is

hoped that the content of reading materials must it to students needs. Means, when
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students majoring in Economics, reading contents in their reading textbooks
emphasized on this field. While in other side, it is hoped that what the lecturers do
with the reading contents is to guide the students to be able to get information from
the printed materials or reading contents which in turn, this ability will be applied in

reading their textbooks.

Getting information from the printed materials indeed is not as simple as what
most people think. Many times when people asked what they already comprehended
from their readings, they can not explain it precisely. If they do succeed, the
comprehension is merely on the level of taking factual information while what to be |
mastered by university level students is more than that. They are hoped to be able to

comprehend inferential information and the most important one is to evaluate

information they just read. The two last skills in reading are crucial due to writers

style. In writing their writings-which become readings when they arrive on students’

hands - some writers do not describe their intentions as clear as possible - popular

called as implied intention-while some of them even insert something related to

propaganda with which students influenced unaware and beyond their expectations

they beéomc loyal followers of the writers.

To accommodate those reading skills, the lecturers are hoped to use various

kinds of strategies such as the SQ3R Study Technique, Taking Notes, Marking Text

Books, Reading and Lecture Notes, Mapping and Summarizing. But what is found on

nd is the reverse. Rather than training student

f they are lucky enough to have reading

the grou s with those techniques,

lecturers fall in simply translating the texts.d
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material completed with questions nnd'answcrs sections the lecturers and students
continue to this step.

Many excuses given by both sides : students and lecturers for this problem.
The student will say it is impossible to understand the content of the reading if they
do not know the meaning first, means the first activity must be translation activity and
of course this activity must be dominated by lecturers due to the lack of vocabularies
the students have. While from the iccture;s side they will comment that they are
forced finally to do this translation activity, since students can not answer the given
questions available on the text or provided by the lecturers. At last two semesiers of
learning English for university level students fail to take them understand how 10

master the content of their tekt books printed in English.
|

This condition leads the writer to several questions, such as : Is that true that
to understand a certain reading material must be started with to know every single
word available on the reading text? Is there any way to guide students to understand
the reading without doing translation activity? Is there any possibility that actually
lecturers themselves do not know that for university level students, the function of
reading is to support them leamn their major subjects? If so, is there any learning
achievement increase the students knowledge if they are trained with reading
strategies such informed above? I'rom those various strategies which one will be

applicable for non English department students due to their limitation also in

vocabulary?

s e
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